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Internal service fees, also covered by the legislature at

about 75%, will result in tuition increases as well.

“Again, we have to continue to talk to our legislature,

our representatives in the state, to say, ‘if you want to help

us keep tuition low, fully fund these different approvals,’”
Cockett said.

Students at Eastern, Moab and Blanding campuses should

expect to see a $53 increase for residents and a $158 increase for non-residents. This applies to students taking 65

or fewer credits, as they are paying community college tuition prices.

During Q & A, Cockett also addressed a question about

online course fees.

“People say, ‘oh online classes must be cheaper’ because

you don’t turn the lights on and you don’t heat the room,”
Cockett said. “Actually, online courses are more expensive.
They require a lot of software and technology, IT technology, to deliver.”

However, Cockett added, online course fees were sus-

pended for the fall 2020 semester, although they were added back for spring 2021.
PHOTO BY Joseph Myers

USU President Noelle Cockett speaks during Truth in Tuition 2021.

USU students should expect a
2.9% tuition increase next year
By Taylor Cripe
NEWS CONTENT MANAGER

S

tudents should expect a 2.9% increase in their
tuition, Utah State University President Noelle

Cockett said at a town hall in the Taggart Student

Center Ballroom on March 3. Student fees, however, are
expected to remain flat for the 2021-2022 school year.

“Our hope, our fervent hope, had been, just like student

fees, we would not have to propose an increase in tuition,” Cockett said.

However, the state legislature was unable to provide full

funding for salary compensation. As a result, USU will be
raising tuition for the 2021-2022 school year by $98 per

semester for resident students and $314 per semester for
non-resident students.

According to Cockett, the Utah State Legislature sets an

annual salary compensation increase for all state employ-

ees across Utah. This includes positions like police officers
and other county officials; university staff members who
work at state institutions are compensated as well.

“For many years they’ve done this one twist,” Cockett

said. “They don’t give the full amount of money they approve for salary increases to the higher education institutions.”

The Utah Legislature only provides 75% of the funding

for the salary increases they require university employees

to receive; the remaining 25% is expected to come from
tuition.

Cockett added that USUSA student body president Sami

Ahmed had been working with other student leaders

across Utah this past year to convince the Legislature to
provide all the funds for salary compensation.

“It looked like that proposal was moving forward with

some interest, and then COVID hit,” she said.

However, the Legislature will continue to pursue the ini-

tiative for future semesters.

Utah State must also provide some of the funding for

USU faculty promotions.

There are only two times in a faculty member’s career

when they receive a promotion: When they move from
assistant to associate professor, and then again from associate to “full” professor.

“I would hate not to be able to fund that for this year’s

group,” Cockett said.

She added that about 85 faculty members have sought

that promotion. This will cost approximately $1.3 million
for salary increases, which will be made possible by a rise
in tuition.

Ahmed presented during the meeting and talked about

changes in student fees.

Student fee changes include a $6.50 increase for the Aggie

Recreation Center and a $1.60 decrease in technology fees
for unused computers. This means there will be a $4.90
total fee increase for students next year.

However, Ahmed said any fee increase goes against the

goal of keeping student fees flat for the upcoming school
year.

As a result, all other fee receiving areas, except for the

Student Health and Wellness Center and USU’s Counseling
and Psychological Services, or CAPS, will see a reduction in
fees for 2021-2022.

On Feb.18, students gathered around the quad to pro-

test funding decreases for Aggie Blue Bikes, a service that

provides bike rentals to the USU community. According to
Ahmed, Aggie Blue Bikes, as well as Blue Goes Green and
Open Education Resources will receive funding from surcharges in other areas, such as parking.

“So, in the end, they [student fees] will have zero effect

on students,” Ahmed said.

Currently, student fees per semester are $564 for Logan

students and $363 for statewide campuses. In the coming
year, $105 will be moved to tuition, leaving $459 in student
fees for Logan students and $258 for statewide students.

This will be the first time in over six consecutive school

years that students will not see an increase in student fees.
—taylor.cripe1@aggiemail.usu.edu
@Cripe_taylor

chase a BukuBoca book at any given time.
However, the target group is children.

“Kids who are in rural areas or in inner

cities, they don’t have access to books, so
we’re gonna solve that,” Summers said.

USU junior Erik Fogth believes this busi-

since 1902

ness idea could be a huge hit. “Book ma-

chines are the future,” he said. “Plus with
an innovative mind like Bobby’s, how could
the business fail?”

The meaning behind the unique name,

BukuBoca Books, adds to the entire idea of

the business being about foreign language,
Summers said.

The word “Buku” means

book in Malaysian, “Boca” is mouth in
Spanish, and “books” is English.

Aside from being a full-time student, Sum-

mers loves making music and spending time
with his five-year-old son.

He previously taught second and fourth

grade at Bonneville Elementary; he also

taught Spanish at a preschool in Davis
County.

This, along with one of Summers’s first

business classes, is what helped spark the

idea of BukuBoca Books and is a way for
Summers to “create a new career” for himPHOTO BY Jacee Caldwell
Grad student Bobby Summers held a kickoff meeting at Culver’s for his new business selling multilingual children’s books.

Coming soon near you:
BukuBoca Books
By Jacee Caldwell
NEWS STAFF WRITER

B

Summers has plans to approve “book

vending machines”, known as a “Buku Box”

obby Summers, an Instructional

in multiple locations throughout Logan.

Utah State University, held a busi-

will come in multiple languages, including

on March 1. Summers was celebrating the

their website, BukuBoca.com, the business

Books.

lished into other languages.

plained that the main purpose behind this

read about JetBlue. “JetBlue’s CEO put book

that will help them learn to read and write

and it raised the literacy rates exponential-

Technology graduate student at

The books that BukuBoca plans to sell

ness presentation event at Culver’s in Logan

French, Spanish and English. According to

start of his new business called BukuBoca

can also help authors get their books pub-

During his presentation, Summers ex-

This idea came from an article Summers

business is to give children access to books

machines in Detroit and Washington D.C.,

in other languages.

ly,” he said.

self.

Summers said his co-founder and CFO, An-

dre Lao, who is a Business and Accounting
major at USU, grew up learning English in
Malaysia from his mother, who wrote a 20
book series to be able to teach him.

“They eventually sold it to different places,

fundraised, built up their community and

ended up helping a lot of people. And all of
the money that they raised, they gave back
to the community,” he said.

Summers hopes to accomplish all of those

things with his own business and wants to
use it as a tool for good.

—dallas9201@gmail.com
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The vending machines are meant to allow

anyone in the community to be able to pur-
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these points, saying that “constitutional carry is
the simple concept that law-abiding citizens who
are legally allowed to possess a handgun, should

also be allowed to carry that handgun openly, or

concealed, without having to pay a tax or obtain
a government permit”.

The first attempt at constitutional carry, HB76,

was put forward in the Utah legislature in 2013

and made its way to then Governor Herbert’s office, but was vetoed.

“The right to bear arms . . . is a fundamental

right which must be jealously protected,” Her-

bert said.”HB 76 does not, however, impose a

restriction on the right to bear arms. Rather, it
removes an existing provision of Utah law that

those who carry a concealed weapon obtain a
Statesman File Photo

Constitutional carry
gun legislation
signed into law
By Michael Popa
NEWS STAFF WRITER

U

tah Gov. Spencer Cox signed a bill
that allows Utahns to carry concealed
weapons without a permit on Feb. 12.

Many groups, including the Utah Gun Violence

Prevention Center, displayed adamant disdain

for the bill, citing statistics from Arizona, which
also passed constitutional carry in 2010. From

Utah Gun Violence Prevention Center’s Twitter:
“After enacting permit less carry in 2010, the

state of Arizona experienced a 44% increase in
aggravated assaults committed with a firearm.”

Another argument against the bill came from

Edwin Rutan, former city attorney for Salt Lake

City and a member of UGVPC’s board, who pro-

posed four reasons why the bill shouldn’t be
passed in the Salt Lake Tribune:

According to Rutan, the bill would “eliminate

the requirement for education on lawful use of

force, eliminate the requirement for education
on suicide prevention, eliminate the requirement for training in the safe loading and unload-

ing, storage and carrying of guns and slow down

police officers in securing and processing a crime
scene when a gun is involved.”

Rutan added the only people in support of this

bill are “lazy” and “irresponsible.”

Second Amendment advocates, such as the Na-

tional Association for Gun Rights, responded to

permit. Utah’s permitting system has been in

place for decades, and in its current form for
more than 15 years. In that time, it has become
a national model.”

No attempt has been made to resurrect the leg-

islation until Rep.Walt Brooks-R-St. George-proposed HB60 in the winding down of the 2020

Here’s what you get!
Indoor Heated Pool and Hot Tub
Large Sun-Deck with BBQ Grills
Social Center
Exercise Room
Computer Room
Management Sponsored Socials
Beautifully Landscaped Courtyard
Fun and Social Environment
Only 2 Blocks from Campus
Free High-Speed Wireless Internet

session. “We need to get back to trusting
law-abiding citizens, and get rid of these regulations that are not doing any good,” Brooks said.

Current Utah law allows any individual legally

able to possess a firearm and over the age of 21

to openly carry a loaded firearm, meaning the

firearm does not need to be hidden under clothing to be carried by an individual.

When discussing the bill in the legislature,

Brooks said that, in Utah, “someone can already
carry a gun openly without a permit. We’re just

changing the fact that you can put your coat over
it. That’s the difference”.

This is one of the key arguments advocates for

HB60 have made, including Eric Martineau, a
concealed carry instructor.

He was also excited to see that Utahn’s no lon-

ger need to pay a tax, or permitting fee, to exercise their second amendment right.

As part of its passage, an amendment to the bill

was made, which will forward remaining funds
from Utah’s concealed carry program toward
suicide prevention and firearms education.
—michael.popaii@gmail.com

590 Canyon Rd. #1
Logan, Utah 84321

www.cambridgecourt.net
435-753-8288 or 435-760-5464

By Sydney Dahle
LIFESTYLES CONTENT MANAGER

A

From select USU Dining Services
locations | for more info follow
@utahstatedining

re you tired of binge-watching Netflix and Hulu shows or
sifting through billions of videos
on Youtube to find good content? Try
streaming.
Twitch.tv is a live streaming website
that primarily focuses on video games,
music, politics, creative content and “In
Real Life” streams. While other social media sites such as Facebook, YouTube, and
DLive also provide streaming content, no
one comes close to the massive audience
Twitch has garnered since its launch in
2009.
Popular games fluctuate just like average trends. For a while, Fortnite reigned
supreme as streamer Ninja took the lead
with a whopping 16.7 million followers.
Most recently, Minecraft has seemingly
risen from the dead to top the charts not
only on Twitch but on Youtube and many
other streaming sites as well. Several
content creators formed a “Survival Multiplayer Server,” cleverly coined an “SMP,”
in which they are expected to survive
the days from monsters, lava, high falls
and a number of other things. Some of
the creators of this SMP have taken the
rank of most subscribed Twitch streamers
including Quackity, Dream, Tommyinnit,
Ranboo and others. In addition, Grand
Theft Auto IV and Call of Duty are other
popular games, with streamers such as
Summit1g garnering over 33,000 paid
subscribers.
Perhaps you don’t like watching gaming
playthroughs — don’t worry, Twitch has
content for you too. Creators XQCow and
Hasanabi are political commentators who
update you on recent news and give their
thoughts on these events. They have over
100,000 combined paid subscribers and
have gained more attention since their
coverage of the 2020 election, the Jan.
6 insurrection, and recent events within
the Biden administration.
Some content creators run streams
titled “Just Chatting” in which they react
to videos sent in by audience members.
These are similar to the plethora of
reaction videos on YouTube uploaded
by major creators such as PewDiePie or
JackSepticEye. One of these creators

is JustaMinx, a streamer from Ireland,
who has gathered an audience through
her audience participation and positive
attitude.
Twitch has something for everyone, no
matter your preferences. These creators
deserve praise for their hard work and
dedication, especially because streaming for hours on end isn’t an easy feat.
Twitch allows streamers to connect with
their audience and find an outlet to share
their interests with similar people. Despite the large number of popular streamers, small streamers still continue with
the hope of seeing someone stop by.
“The reason I started streaming was
that I was kind of looking for human
connections,” Richárd Szélesy said in
an interview with The Verge. Szélesy
said he grew up feeling isolated, largely
spending time in front of his computer.
“[I streamed to] escape loneliness and
depression,” he said.
Despite streaming without an audience,
every so often one person will drop by
and stick around. Even if this person
never comes back — and they often don’t
— the small spark is enough to keep
Szélesy going.
One of the best parts of Twitch is the engaged community. Large streamers are always happy to help out small streamers,
whether it be through donations, helpful
advice or raids, which consists of sending
audiences to smaller streams.
In the midst of an endless stream of entertainment, I suggest visiting Twitch and
finding a stream to watch. You might not
know it, but you’ll be making someone’s
day — and enjoying awesome content in
the process.
Sydney Dahle is a
fourth-year student
studying history and
political science at Utah
State. She hails from St.
Louis, Missouri, and spends her free time
writing and listening to music.
—sydney.dahle@usu.edu
@dillydahle
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Tired of Netflix? Try Twitch.
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I’m gonna pop some tags
Why thrifting is the new trend for students
By Darcy Ritchie
LIFESTYLES REPORTER

S

hopping at thrift stores is a new trend for many
college students. Students in Logan frequent thrift
stores such as Deseret Industries, Plato’s Closet and
Somebody’s Attic to find unique clothing for a low price.
Thrifting is a cheaper alternative to buying brand new
clothes, as well as a more sustainable one. Many students
buy clothing from thrift shops to prevent clothing waste
by keeping clothes in circulation.
Though shopping at thrift stores is now trendy, many
students have been shopping second-hand for years.
Chloe Green, a student at University of Utah, started
thrifting in high school because it was a cheaper alternative to department stores, but continues thrifting because
it’s affordable and sustainable.
“I definitely like how affordable it is and also the fact
that it’s reusing clothes,” Green said. “It’s like recycling.”
Clarissa Hill is a freshman at Utah State University and
an avid thrifter. She enjoys repurposing fabric purchased
at thrift stores to create her own clothes.
“I hate capitalism, so I like being self-sufficient,” Hill
said. “I like making my own clothes, and it’s just more fun
that way not to be the same as everybody else, to have my
own unique clothes.”
Like Hill, many students enjoy thrifting because the
clothes are unique to them, but how do you separate one
man’s trash from another man’s treasure?
“You walk through all of the aisles,” Hill said. “You have

Freshman Audrey Flood poses with her “ironic” mug find.

Julia Chilvers, USU sophmore studying secondary education and long time thrifter, shops at the DI for a good find.

to see everything, and you just go really fast and flip
through all of them, and then if something catches your
eye, then you can pause for a second.”
Students aren’t just thrifting for clothes, though. Audrey
Flood, a freshman at USU, picked up a funnel cake maker
and a “#1 lover” mug during her trip to DI on Tuesday.
Flood enjoys looking for ironic items at thrift stores because she “doesn’t like buying things that are sincere.”
“Thrifting a lot of times is people throwing out their
garbage that they don’t like at all,” Flood said. “Because
there’s this stupid t-shirt that I got at a conference that
I’m never ever going to wear again, and I would never
buy that personally. But I just love the vibe of having that
all in a store.”

PHOTOS BY Darcy Ritchie

Flood enjoys buying ironic objects like the #1 lover mug
because they make her ponder the history of the strangely
specific items found at thrift stores.
“It makes me curious about what the purpose was of
having that mug in the first place,” Flood said. “Why was
it made? Did somebody purchase it, or did they make it
for somebody else? There’s so many questions, and I love
that mystery. It prompts deeper thought.”
—darcy.ritchie@usu.edu
@darcyrrose

@Michael_Cherry2

@tmonson23

Some lady really opened the door for
me cause my hands were full and said
it was reverse chivalry... idk how to feel

I’ve watched three seasons of The Good
Place this week and now I feel qualified
enough to teach a college class on ethics
and moral philosophy.

LA Devotee
— Panic! At the Disco

By Sage Souza
LIFESTYLES REPORTER

N

obody asked, but in my —albeit limited— twentysome-odd-years of experience and exposure (both
voluntary and not) to movie musicals, there is a
clear divide between ones worth viewing and ones… not.
So: this list was born.
Here is a definitive list of the essential movie musicals for
a well-rounded viewing. Probably the most applicable to
people who have no or very little exposure.
Singin in the Rain: an absolute classic featuring global
favorites such as “Good Morning”, “Make ‘Em Laugh”, and
the titular track “Singin in the Rain”. Debbie Reynolds is
so sweet she just makes your teeth ache, and Gene Kelly is
at the top of his game.
White Christmas: another classic, this time with Bing
Crosby. Incredible music, endearing characters, plus Vera-Ellen and Danny Kaye performing one of the most
beautiful dance numbers I’ve ever seen in my life. And not
solely restricted to December either! Christmas is an attitude —a lifestyle if you will— not just a season.
Disney’s Hercules: closely tied with Disney’s The Hunchback of Notre Dame for best animated musical. While they
might be overshadowed by other more famous favorites
such as Aladdin or The Little Mermaid, Hunchback and
Hercules especially feature the least whiny and most likable characters. Witty and heartfelt without being too
cheesy, Hercules especially consistently offers an enjoyable viewing.
Rodger and Hammerstein’s 1997 Cinderella: Absolutely stellar and diverse cast including Brandy, Whitney
Houston, Bernadette Peters, Whoopi Goldberg, and Victor
Garber, all make for the best Cinderella story ever committed to film.
West Side Story: Everything I have to say about this mov-

@KayliDuprest
damn it really be feeling like the boulevard of broken dreams out here

GRAPHIC BY Sage Souza

ie cannot possibly be written down in a quickly consumed
fashion — this Romeo and Juliet story of star-crossed-lovers tackles numerous issues involving class and race in the
Upper West Side of Manhattan in the 1950s. “America”
is probably the best number in the show, but the widely
loved “I Feel Pretty” and the heartbreaking “Maria” are
also indisputable highlights.
La La Land: if you overlook the two main characters are
white in a story about jazz, it is such an enjoyable film.
Definitely better than The Greatest Showman.
Hello, Dolly!: see also Funny Girl, or (even though it’s
not technically a musical) What’s Up Doc, or really anything Barbara Streisand stars in. Barb just can’t ever lead
you wrong.
Rocky Horror Picture Show: a cult classic, definitely
not for the faint of heart or the uptight. Pretty funny, and
makes for the best viewing at Halloween when everybody
is yelling at Tim Curry (the Utah Theatre hosts the film
every year!).
High School Musical 2: Inarguably the best of the HSM
trilogy, though that isn’t to overlook hidden Disney Channel original movie gems such as Lemonade Mouth, Teen
Beach Movie, Let It Shine, and Camp Rocks 1 and 2.
Mamma Mia!: There are just some musicals that are better as movies. Prepare to suspend your belief as you try to
follow its at times convoluted plotline, but ABBA is always
a blast and Meryl Streep is as charming as ever.
Honorable mentions include: Cabaret, The Lion King,
Fame, Moulin Rouge, Chicago, Tangled, The Sound of Music, My Fair Lady, Mary Poppins, Grease, Fiddler on the
Roof, and lots more I’m sure I’ve forgotten.

All My Friends
— The Revivalists

Trust — Surf Curse

Someone New —Hoizer

I Will Follow You Into the Dark
— Death Cab For Cutie

Are You Like Me
— New Dialogue

—sage.souza@usu.edu
@sageksouza

@ttoll_15
my life may be in shambles but at
least my room is clean

@dawidyep
paramore was right, hard times
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Movie musicals: Ranked

Page 8 - The Utah Statesman March 8, 202

Ski Free
THIS SPRING

With Purchase of 2021-22 Season Pass

r
ult Premie
Young Ad

699

$

6)
(Age 19-2

CHAMPIONSH
SCORE
www.snowbasin.com | 801-620-1000
MarchMadness-5x5-1.pdf

1

3/3/21

3:40 PM

VS

NATIONAL C

Get Paid.
Change the World.

Learn more at thecgo.org/students

1. Register at usustatesman.com/brac
2. Join a group and invite your friends
3. Save your bracket before march 19t
4. print your bracket and post a photo
5. win prizes

Page 9 - The Utah Statesman, March 8, 2021

HIP GAME
SCORE

CHAMPION

ckets
s

th

o using #usubrackets

JOIN OUR GROUP!
“USU HURD”
USUSTATESMAN.COM/BRACKETS

fresh fruit covered
in cream and a
variety of toppings
(208) 604-1499
143 East 1600 North
Logan, UT 84341

Page 10 - The Utah Statesman March 8, 202

How the game has changed
A statistical analysis of how shot selection has evolved in basketball
By Parker Ballantyne
SPORTS STAFF WRITER

H

igh risk, high reward is a familiar phrase. It
rules investment strategies and dictates policies. The basic principle of risk and reward
states: if an action is risky, it needs to be highly rewarding to compensate for the risk taken. Conversely, if an
action is safe, it is likely not rewarding, or that if something has a low reward attached to it, the risk must be
minimal to justify taking a smaller reward.
This concept of risk and reward seamlessly translates
into basketball. The rise of advanced analytics has
caused a new way of thinking and looking at the game
, leaving teams scouring data searching for ways to increase upside potential while minimizing potential risk.
Shot distribution is one of the most important factors of an effective offense. Although often overlooked,
a team’s ability to create and take smart and efficient
shots is paramount in offensive efficiency and can make
massive differences in shooting percentages, total offense, points per possession and other metrics.
The 40/40/20 rule is often used to describe shot distribution and is excellent in balancing a risk-reward
tradeoff. It states that 40% of a team’s shots should be
from the 3-point line, another 40% at the rim and 20%
from the mid-range. This means that a combined 80%
of a team’s shots would be at the rim or from behind
the 3-point line, or what are considered “efficient shots.”
Based on NBA averages from Cleaning the Glass, abiding
by the 40/40/20 rule would result in scoring an average
148.12 points per game — more than enough to win
a majority of matchups. Analyzing the data, particularly points per shot attempt, provides clear insight into
the efficiency of certain shots and the make-up of the
40/40/20 rule.
The value of the three pointer is obvious and becoming
clearer every day. It has a value 50% higher than its twopoint counterpart. It may not seem like much, but an
entire point is enough to decide the outcome of a game.
In a league where teams average 115 possessions per
game, the difference between a two-point value and a
three-point value can be consequential.
Shooting a three does come with a lower shooting percentage, but as the risk/reward analysis demonstrates,
teams can afford to shoot a much lower percentage, because the three is so much more valuable than the two.
The NBA league-wide shoots an average of 37% from
three which leads to an average of 1.12 points per shot
attempt.
Shots at the rim are extremely effective shots. The

PHOTO BY AP Photo/Rick Bowmer
Utah Jazz guard Donovan Mitchell (45) shoots a 3-pointer against Milwaukee Bucks forward Giannis Antetokounmpo, right, during the second half during an NBA basketball game Saturday, March 2, 2019, in Salt Lake City.

Citing the inevitability of defensive adjustments, he
immediately adjusted himself saying that maybe we
never get that high. But he does maintain that due to
improved analysis, teams will continue to increase the
number of three-point attempts. This scenario laid out
by David Locke would break down to 65/30/5, resulting
in 75 threes, 35 rim shots, and 5 mid-range shots per
game equating to an average of 147 points per game.
This seems to disprove the 40/40/20 rule, and instead
indicates that shooting as few mid-range shots as possible — and replacing them with more efficient shots — is
the number one way to increase shot selection efficiency
and, in turn, total offensive production.
It does seem that given all the variables and nuances of
dealing with an actual basketball game, the 40/40/20
rule is still a good standard for shot selection. Shooting zero mid-range shots would be ideal, but opposing
teams know this and will try to take away the three
and the rim leaving an open mid-range opportunity. Of
course, Jerry Sloan was once credited as saying “maybe
there’s a reason you’re open, kid.” This idea is applicable, but an open look can certainly be dangerous, and
a great shot is almost always better than a good shot.
More gritty details:
Here’s the breakdown of projected total scoring averages based on specific shots taken:
All threes: 128.8
All rim shots: 193.2
All mid-range: 96.6
40/40/20: 148.12
65/35/5: 147

Statistically speaking, there are two different categories of three pointers and mid-range jumpers. Threepoint shots break down into the corner three and the
straight away three, also known as the above the break
three. The corner three is closer to the rim and as such
has a higher percentage. The corner three is made about
40% of the time while the non-corner three is about
36%.
The short mid-range jumper is broken into two shots
differentiated by distance. The short mid-range, four to
about 14 feet, has an average of 42.4% and also comes
with a slightly higher rate of being fouled. A long midrange, any two-pointer taken from about 14 feet and
beyond, is knocked down at a clip of 41.6%
This clarification goes to further reinforce how effective the three pointer is and how obsolete the mid-range
is. If a long mid-range is made about 42% of the time
and a corner 3 is made 40% of the time, and one shot
is worth two and one is worth three, there remains no
reason to shoot a mid-range shot unless the situation
calls for it.
Thanks again to cleaningtheglass.com for providing
the statistical inputs.
Analysis and outputs are my own.
—sports@usustatesman.com
@pshark14

PHOTO BY Ap Photo/Rick Bowmer
Phoenix Suns guard Devin Booker (1) lays up the ball as Utah Jazz center Rudy Gobert (27) defends during the first half of an NBA basketball game Monday, March 25, 2019,
in Salt Lake City.
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league boasts a 64% average shooting percentage at the
rim. Shots at the rim also put the shooter in position for
an offensive rebound and they also draw fouls at a high
rate. One in five shots at the rim draws a shooting foul,
resulting in either two free shots or an and-one opportunity for a three-point play.
That brings us to mid-range jumpers. Anything from
about four feet away from the rim all the way to the arc.
Knocked down at only 42% they often leave the shooter in poor position to get the rebound, but usually too
deep in the floor to quickly get back to defend. Despite
the tendency to take closely contested shots, the rate of
drawing a foul is negligible. It is possible for shooters to
create space between themselves and their defenders to
take an open look, often by taking a fadeaway or a floater, both of which can decrease accuracy and foul rate.
A mid-range jumper — especially the deeper mid-range
shots (taken from about 14 feet and beyond) — is quite
risky and unrewarding. These shots combine the worst
parts of a shot at the rim and combine them with the
worst parts of shooting a three without adding the positive aspects of either shot. It is only worth as much as
a layup but knocked down as often as a three. The low
percentage combined with its low value defies the risk/
reward analysis and makes it statistically the worst shot
in basketball. 42% shooting on a shot worth two points
results in 0.84 points per shot.
The 40/40 allocation of the two types of most efficient
shots may not matter, however, because they are both
efficient shots. Offensive efficiency is often measured by
points per possession. In this metric the goal is to average at least one point per possession. Put simply, only
shots at the rim and behind the arc can do that, because
they average more than 1.0 points per shot while shots
from the mid-range come in below that line. So, in order
to stay above one point per possession, teams need to
supplement their offense with threes and shots at the
rim. So, the key to efficiency is not necessarily shooting
more shots at the rim or more threes, rather, it is limiting shots from the mid-range. By keeping the rate of
mid-range jumpers down, at or around 20%, offensive
efficiency goes up, regardless of the types of shots that
fill the other 80%. It’s no coincidence that according to
Ben Falk of Cleaning the Glass, the top 5 teams in the
league in Loc eFG% (location effective field goal percentage) are the bottom five in the league for mid-range
shots taken. Additionally, the bottom three mid-range
shooting frequency teams were all in the top 5 in eFG%.
In response to analytics, three-point frequency is skyrocketing, and one statistician thinks it could go higher.
David Locke, one of the most articulate and outspoken
proponents of basketball analytics and shot selection,
also has apparent qualms with the mid-range. At length,
he has used statistical data to disparage that shot. He
has explored the idea of teams shooting well over 50%
of their shots from beyond the arc. When asked where
the three-point revolution is going, Locke replied, “I
think we’re going to 60 to 65 percent of all shots are
threes and about 30 percent are at the rim and about 5
percent are mid-range shots.”
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OPINION

Mirror,
mirror
on the
wall:

A reflection on

pharmaceutical drugs

GRAPHIC BY Keith Wilson

W

e live in a world where drugs are more accessible than
ever. Many Americans keep ibuprofen or Advil on hand
and have experience with some type of prescription drug.
Yet, the normal person knows very little about the drugs they put in
their body — and what we don’t know can hurt us.
As an individual, you should be very concerned about anything you
ingest, especially if it’s a chemical. Your health will be directly impacted by what you put into your system and how often. So if you’re
going to use a drug, you really should know what all goes into it.
Of course there are a lot of components that go into our drugs, but
the focus of this article is on enantiomers.
Enantiomers might seem complicated but they’re quite simple. To
help you understand enantiomers, take a second to look down at
your hands.
Your left and right hands are mirror images of one another. If you
reflected your left hand in a mirror, you’d get your right hand, and
vice versa. However, even though they are mirror images of one another, your left and right hands are not identical. If you want proof,
try fitting your left hand into a right-handed glove.
Similarly, enantiomers are molecules that are non-identical mirror images of one another. Like your left and right hand, they look

very similar and are made up of the same stuff. However, they’re
extremely different and, more importantly, they cause different reactions in the human body.
To distinguish the two, chemists call one enantiomer (R) and the
other (S). Whether you know it or not, enantiomers, both (R) and
(S) have been impacting your life for years.
Nearly 65 years ago, the drug thalidomide was approved for sale
in Germany and sold over the counter to help pregnant women deal
with symptoms of nausea. The producers assured everyone that thalidomide was perfectly safe.
Doctors began to think otherwise when more than 10,000 women
who had taken thalidomide during their pregnancy gave birth to
children with birth defects.
What people didn’t know or didn’t realize is that thalidomide was
being sold as a mixture of two enantiomers — (R)thalidomide and
(S)thalidomide. (R)thalidomide helps to alleviate symptoms of nausea. However, its malicious doppelganger, (S)thalidomide, causes a
much different reaction in the human body, resulting in birth defects
in children.
Thalidomide itself will probably never impact your life, but many
other enantiomers will.

Whether or not it is beneficial or harmful to sell a drug as a mixture
of its enantiomers depends on the drug. With some drugs (such as
ibuprofen) selling it as a mixture is more beneficial for you, with
others it doesn’t matter, and with still others it can have serious longterm consequences.
The best way to figure out if a drug may have consequences you
don’t want because it’s a mixture of enantiomers is to do a little
research.
Start by figuring out if the medication you’re considering taking is
chiral — this is a fancy way to say that it has enantiomers. If it is,
take the time to learn a little about it.
Is the (R) or (S) enantiomer causing the effect you want? Is it sold
as a mixture of (R) and (S) or is it a pure enantiomer? If it is a
mixture then what is the effect of the other enantiomer? Is it a side
effect that you’re ok with?
In a world where unlimited knowledge is at our fingertips, all this
can be accomplished by a quick Google search.
During this COVID -19 pandemic, your health is more important
than ever. Take your health into your own hands and do a little more
research about the things you’re putting into your body. When deciding whether or not you should take a drug, take a minute to learn a
little bit about what it is that you could be ingesting.

Emeline Haroldsen is a dual Mathematics and Biochemistry major.
She’s originally from Maryland and she enjoys most forms of physical
activity, playing the piano, and completing her homework on time.
emeline.haroldsen@usu.edu

Got an opinion? Share it with us:
Marketed since 1956 in over 20 countries, FDA medical officer Dr. Frances Kelsey refused
to approve the 1960 application to market thalidomide in the U. S. for lack of adequate
safety data. Soon, evidence began to appear worldwide linking this drug with grave birth
defects. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons

opinion@usustatesman.com
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Thalidomide itself will probably never impact your life, but many
other enantiomers will.
In fact, over half of the drugs in use today are enantiomers (either
(R) or (S)) and of those drugs, 90% are sold as a mixture of (R) and
(S). Among these drugs are ibuprofen, ketamine, citalopram and
many, many others.
Like with thalidomide, there is usually one enantiomer present in a
given drug that has the effect that we want. (As a note, the enantiomer with the desired effect may be either (R) or (S). It depends on
the drug.) The other enantiomer either has positive side effects, no
effect on the human body, or it causes unwanted side effects.
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Biden’s promises
fall flat
A

phrase often heard last November was “Settle for Biden,” and a large portion of the
population did. A significant reason for that
was his campaign promises, such as a $15 minimum
wage raise and tuition-free public schools.
But how well has he delivered so far?
President Joe Biden’s 100th day in office is April
30th, and some may say that it’s too early to judge
his progress so far, but he needs to be held accountable.
On his first day in office, Biden signed 15 executive
orders. He made great progress on some of his campaign promises: rejoin the Paris Agreement, require
masks on federal property, cancel the Kestone XL
permit, strengthen DACA, pull funds from a border
wall, and end the travel ban on Muslim countries,
among others. (You can see a full list of his executive orders and memorandums through February
24th here.)
One of the most pressing issues Biden promised to
address is the pandemic. A $1.9 trillion stimulus bill
is in the works, but there are some issues with fulfilling his promises.
Biden promised $2,000 checks on the trail, but the
package includes $1,400 checks. He said that the
$1,400 combined with the $600 checks distributed
in January fulfills his promise of $2,000 to every
qualifying American. Additionally, the bill includes a
$15 minimum wage that is likely to be struck down
by the Senate because a nonpartisan parliamentarian said the provision could not bypass Republican votes. Biden’s promise of $2,000 to struggling
Americans was misleading, and the raised minimum
wage is desperately needed.
Biden also made a lot of promises about education, which needs desperate reform in this country. But, the administration has upset teachers by
not planning to end standardized testing in public
schools this year. Biden is also trying to get elementary schools open five days a week, but has no clear
guidelines for schools to follow. Ultimately, Biden
doesn’t have control over reopening schools — it’s
up to teachers’ unions and local officials that often
have conflicting views on the best way to do so.
He also has not followed through on his promise
to immediately cancel $10,000 of undergraduate
student loans. He backtracked on immediately cancelling loans by saying the money would be more
beneficial towards early education. However, he re-

mains supportive of Congress passing legislation to
cancel student debt and extended the suspension on
federal student loan payments.
Biden has followed through in other areas, though;
he ended US support for the war in Yemen, led by
Saudi Arabia. He also paused some weapons sales
to Saudi Arabia. However, Biden is not doing much
else to punish Saudi leaders as he promised. US intelligence has determined that Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed was responsible for journalist Jamal
Khashoggi’s death, but Biden has refused to sanction him.
Instead, the administration opted to put travel
and financial sanctions on other people involved in
Khashoggi’s death as well as the Royal Guard, and
Biden will only speak directly to King Salman. However, other members of the administration will still
speak to Prince Mohammed.
In Afghanistan, Biden is facing problems with pulling out troops. The Trump administration started
pulling them out without making progress on peace
talks, which made the situation more precarious.
However, the US troops are supporting the democratic Afghan democracy we helped put in place.
Biden cannot pull all US troops out of Afghanistan
without risking the collapse and disintegration of
the Afghan democracy.
In Syria, Biden ordered an airstrike on resistance
groups without consulting Congress first. He also
has refused to rejoin the nuclear agreement with
Iran as his campaign promised and is refusing to lift
sanctions on them as well.
Biden also made big promises to overhaul the immigration system. Yet, the administration has continued to use Title 42, which allows immigration
control to turn away migrants in the name of public
health.
Currently, unaccompanied minors are in detention
facilities that officials claim are operated differently
than under the Trump administration. There is no
plan to deport these minors, but the problem is that
there is no plan whatsoever. Consequently, minors
are being held in Border Control Custody longer
than normal.
Biden is certainly trying to fulfill his campaign
promises, but he’s falling short in key areas. He
would be much more successful if he could facilitate
bipartisan action and compromise, but that requires
time — something that he does not have.

President Joe Biden listens during a weekly personnel meeting Thursday, Feb.
4, 2021, in the Oval Office of the White House. (Official White House Photo by
Adam Schultz), The White House, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons.

The Biden administration needs to clearly communicate their goals and the steps they will take to fulfill their campaign promises. They inherited a mess
from the Trump administration, which will take time
and work to fix, but that doesn’t excuse inaction.
Many presidencies live and die by their first 100
days in office, and Biden needs to step up. If he fails
to do so, he harms the Democratic Party’s chances in
the midterm elections, and risks losing control over
both houses. This would make it much harder for
him to deliver on his campaign promises.

Ella Olson is an opinion writer at the Statesman.
She’s originally from Minneapolis, Minnesota and enjoys reading, debate, and hammocking.
ella.olson@usu.edu
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CLASSIFIED ADS
Automotive

Miscellaneous

DONATE YOUR CAR TO
UNITED BREAST CANCER
FOUNDATION! Your donation
helps education, prevention
& support programs. FAST
FREE PICKUP - 24
HR RESPONSE - TAX DEDUCTION 1-855-507-2691

DISH Network. $64.99 for
190 Channels! Blazing Fast
Internet, $19.99/
mo. (where available.)
Switch & Get a FREE $100
Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD
DVR. FREE Streaming on ALL
Devices. Call today!
1-866-360-6959

DONATE YOUR CAR OR
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day
Vacation, Tax Deductible,
Free Towing, All Paperwork
Taken Care Of.
CALL 1-855-408-2196
Financial
Donate your car, truck or
van. Help veterans find jobs
or start a
business. Call Patriotic Hearts
Foundation. Fast, FREE pickup. Max
tax-deduction. Operators are
standing by! Call 1-866-9833647
Health & Nutrition
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim
independence and mobility
with the compact design and
long-lasting
battery of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call 877691-4639

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION PACKAGE
Have your product idea
developed affordably by the
Research &
Development pros and presented to manufacturers. Call
1-877-649-5574
for a Free Idea Starter Guide.
Submit your idea for a free
consultation.
DIRECTV - Every live football
game, every Sunday - anywhere - on your
favorite device. Restrictions
apply. Call IVS - 1-833-5996474
HughesNet Satellite Internet
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/
mo! Get More
Data FREE Off-Peak Data.
FAST download speeds. WiFi
built in! FREE
Standard Installation for
lease customers! Limited
Time, Call
1-844-294-9882
Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High
Speed Fiber Optic Technolo-

Dental Insurance

gy. Stream Videos,
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 1-844-240-1769
DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite
Needed. $40/month. 65
Channels. Stream
Breaking News, Live Events,
Sports & On Demand Titles.
No Annual
Contract. No Commitment.
CALL 1-844-435-3985
Two great new offers from
AT&T Wireless! Ask how to
get the new iPhone
11 or Next Generation
Samsung Galaxy S10e ON US
with AT&T’s Buy one,
Give One offer. While supplies last! CALL 1-855-9163098
Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED Life Insurance! No
medical exam or
health questions. Cash to
help pay funeral and other
final
expenses. Call Physicians Life
Insurance Company- 877250-4436 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/utah

CARTOON BY Keith Wilson

Yard & Landscaping
Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced
debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call
1-844-909-2398

Last week’s solution:

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance
from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. It can help
cover the services you’re most likely to use —

Cleanings

X-rays

Fillings

Crowns

Dentures

Preventive care starts right away
Helps cover over 350 services
Go to any dentist you want – but save more
with one in our network
No deductible, no annual maximum

Call now to get this FREE
Information Kit!

1-888-919-4729
dental50plus.com/utah
Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive
Benefits Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type.
Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not
available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-4433 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A
(ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK;
TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.

Sudoku puzzles are provided by
www.sudokuoftheday.com.

6154-0120

You can almost smell spring in the air.
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C CALENDAR

MARCH 8 - MARCH 13

MONDAY

3/8

TUESDAY

3/9

WEDNESDAY

3/10

THURSDAY

3/11

FRIDAY

3/12

Mountain West Conference Mountain West Conference Mountain West Conference Mountain West Conference No Class Day
Women’s Basketball
Women’s Basketball
Women’s Basketball
Men’s Basketball
Quarterfinals
Semifinals
Championship Game
Quarterfinals
Mountain West Conference
Men’s Basketball Semifinals
SEED Night
Preventing Burnout
Mountain West Conference Aggies Be Cookin’ Free
5 p.m.
12:30 p.m.
Men’s Basketball First
Meal Kits
When Women Don’t Speak:
Huntsman Hall
Virtual Workshop
Round
10 a.m.-5 p.m.
What it Takes for Women
Room 222
USU CAPS
Christensen Service Center to be Heard
http://bit.ly/3c3mvzf
Aggies Be Cookin’ Free
https://usu.givepulse.com/ 12 p.m.
Elzbieta Bilicka Faculty
Meal Kits
Virtual Event
Recital
Online Readers Circle
10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Life of a Latinx Leader
http://bit.ly/3eenxec
7:30 p.m.
2-3 p.m.
Christensen Service Center with Ernesto López
Russell/Wanlass
Virtual Event
https://usu.givepulse.com/ 12:30 p.m.
Decolonizing Fat
Performance Hall
Logan Library
Virtual Event
4 p.m.
http://bit.ly/3sUD8E8
Latinx Cultural Center
Virtual Event
25th Annual Putnam
http://bit.ly/3bkCpGb
Inclusion Center
Spelling Bee Play
Wind Orchestra Concert
Zoom ID: 655 249 0401
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
Speed of Trust Workshop
Password: happybody
Heritage Theatre
Virtual Event
with Stephen M. R. Covey
Volleyball at SDSU
2505 S Highway 89
http://ccapresents.usu.edu/
6 p.m.
7 p.m.
Perry, UT
Virtual Event
https://bit.ly/2O9YrTb
Covey Leadership Fellows

SATURDAY

3/13

Mountain West
Conference Men’s
Basketball Championship
Women’s Tennis vs. Weber
State
11 a.m.
http://bit.ly/3bkIH8X
Public Ski Night
5-9 p.m.
Beaver Mountain
40000 E Highway 89
Garden, UT
25th Annual Putnam
Spelling Bee Play
7:30 p.m.
Heritage Theatre
2505 S Highway 89
Perry, UT

http://bit.ly/3c4Kzlb

The Antics Comedy Improv
7:30 p.m.
The History of the
Intermountain Indian School The Dansante Theater
59 S 100 W
7 p.m.
Logan, UT
Virtual Event
http://aggie.link/BC_Zoom
Volleyball at SDSU
7 p.m.
https://bit.ly/2O9YrTb

ADD YOUR EVENT AT USUSTATESMAN.COM/EVENTS
Deadline for calendar submissions is Thursday at midnight.

